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The Arizona Early Intervention Program

Connecting with AzEIP
Tlus "mele 1$ coumbul~ by M~\lIffI\ Ca~. a bmdy fepfeselllaU\~OI\AzEIP'5111teragmcyCoordll~ringCoI~lCd aCC)

The Anzona EMI}' Inte....-entton Progr1lm-
AzEIP-prm-ick. $<C".-;ces and '''pports to di- .J
phI" mfant' and toddlers and their {;umlies 1
Wlltll Bduld has" dIsabIlity or IS not reach-
mil; c..nam d",-dopm=tal mileslOlles. The..., ..
..,,,~c... ond supports, which are cksigned by
the family and Ihe (amily'. team of early "--.'
uuerverll'OIl,SIS, support the fmUlly'. ability
to care fOf ~lf dllld, and are based OIl the
fiulctional outcomes dn'doped by t"" team.

Whal ~re f\U\ctlOllllI outcon~s?
Early lntffnutloll Sff\"IC6 alld supports ar.., by

law, based on the fanuly's resourc6. pnorities and
COllCems, and are slatemnUs of the dl~ng6 family
nletuben wam to Stt for theIr chIld and tllemsel\"es.
Th.. taw spectfically says thaI ti,e outcomes must bto
fi.ulctionally M~te<!. Thts .. ~ fancy w~y ofsaymg that
lb... outcom6 mnst bto written so that the change. you.
the f~llIily, walll, life de~rly stated. ~nd that it is ~PVIIf-

ellt when th.. eh~nges have taken pl:tee.
I.et', lake ~ look ~t ~ll example ofhow thts might

work; :Mari~'s family has c~lkd AzEIPbecause she IS
a Imle o\"er two. and she doesn't say or Sttm to IUIder-
Stand many words. IfMaria IS ehglble for AzEI?,
wher! the team begws to de,'elop the family's
h"li.~dual=dF~mily s..n,ce Plan (IFSP). :Mari~'.

f~lIlily "'Ill start by llunklllg aboul MafUl'li strengths,
What doe' Mana hke to do? What call sh.. do? Does
she like to play on the sWlUg? Does she ltke to take ~

hath? v,'bat i. Maria good at? Then ~~'s parents
willldemify th..lr conc..ms, Why did they call AzEIP
ut the first place? Whet! ar.. th..y 1ta\"lllg the 1ll00t ehal-
l<'ltg.... mlb. her delay III "P"ech? They will thtnk
~boUl their day, in term~ ofMari~'. devdopmellf, ~lan-
tttg WIth Ihe mOnlmg, and mO\'lltg through th~ reSI of
the dJly. aSkUlg th..mselv..s question, like. Who IS
th",..? What does ..veryon.. do? What g"". well?
What could lJ.e improved? I. it difficnlt 10 figur.. out
wltat Mllfla wants to eat? Is that maklltg mealtim6
hard? Is sh.. ha\"Ulg trouble playing With other chll-
dren becanse she can't ..xpr.... herselfl Kow Marl~'s

family will think about their res<lllIce. _ strength, and

.bil",..,; that they haw, that can hdp ~m
w;lh the 1l~' they have ju" i<kmified. For
eJ\.IUllple. rfMma'. famIly bas a 'WUlg at
home, or hves l~ar a park aud Dad libs to

10 _ put 11...- in the ""lUg In the alkrnoon.!hat
~ would be ;\ r<"SOllfe". lfMom take. Maria to

::::J~Babyume at ,he libraI)'. that would be ouolh-
er oftbe". resources. It ,. up to Mm.'. par-
=" 10 ,,""l1lI1l.. lb... IlSIt""y ha.-.. cre~1<'d.

nd Identify t""ir priorities. If Mana's pareuts say that
lIfI~ lluows t~mnuns when she w~nts their ~f1enllOn.

lopplllg ti,.. t~ntmms nugbt bto OU" of lb...ir pnorit,..s.
he speech therapl>1llllght pornt out that Mana has

antrums bec~use she ..annot mak.. her netds known to
er parems. The team could dunk about whether there
re s~clfie 11Il16 whell Mana throws tantrums-
UlYbto it'. when Mom,. getting dmuer ready. and I,o't
ocusing on Mana_ $0 th.. firM functlonal outcome
tght be' Mllfla will c~ll "Mam~" or "Daddy" when

he wanls th..... att..ut,on. ?ffllllp5 anolb.er dIfficult
me is when D~d le~,-..s for work. Th~t deslIe<! out-
ome might boo: \\!hen her f~ther lea"es for work in tl>.
Ollung, M~na WIll say "bye-bye."
Th,s famIly has Identified their resourc6. pnontl ..s,

nd concern•. and from thnn, the team has de,'eloped
eaningful outcomes, We c~n e~sily see what the out-

Olll6 are, and we can tell when dIe child has met the
utcom..s. The outC01l16 ar.. based on lb.e famdy's pn-
nti"". They are ~cfi\"l1ies that the f~mily chooses fo
o and the outcomes really matter-Io the family.

For you, like mallY f~lmlies, early mten'emionlS
ot the last system you WIll work wull to h..lp your
luld. I.earnntg how to work mth your t..am to tdenll
y your resourc6, pnoriu..., and concern., and de\'e!-
putg meaUlllgful outcomes. ,,·tll help you as you
IOve On to other ,ys~llIs. M..amngful, functional Ollt-
om6 hdp)'011 10 care for y01II child, and thatlS a
a.jor goal of th.......rly Ulten'ention program. AzEIP
ri\"6 to suppan you as you clIfe for your cluld. l\lld

e\"e!opmg f'lllehonal olltcom..,,, on.. of th.. ways to
eet that goaL
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Thll COlUmn II a collaboration between AzEIP, Railing Spaclill Kldillfld P,lot Par&lltl 01 Southam Arilona to banellf
tamlli" of YOYI>U childr&ll wilh disabilities In Arizona. It you h....e queltionl or Ill\IIIHtlomr lor cont&llt

or if you would like informalioo on cound Of commiltee meefilllll or to be on AzEIP'I m~iling lilt
can Maxine Pipe< al AzEIP: l602) 532__ or (888) 09_5609 orema~~llaleip2~I.lJOY

wwwrslsmgspeclslklds org


